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srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org 

April Monthly Meeting  

Presenter:  Club Discussion and Past Club Resources  

Topic: Hive Splits 

When: Monday, March 3rd, 2023 at 7pm 

Where: First United Methodist Church, 510 W Maple Street, Clyde, Ohio 43410  

Upcoming Event 

Future Dates (topics, dates, and times subject to change)  

April  Workshop—Saturday the 15th @ 10am @ Wylies  

 Topic-Installing a Package of Bees for 2023 Beginning Bee Class 

  

May Monthly Meeting—Monday the 1st @ 7p FUMC  

 Topic-Using Nucs in the Apiary 

 Speaker—Peggy Garnes, OSBA President 

May Workshop-Saturday the 20th @ 10am @ Wylies 

 Topic— Mite Control and Alcohol Wash 

May 20th is World Bee Day (United Nations) 

June Monthly Meeting—Monday the 5th @ 7p FUMC 

 Topic and Speaker—Single Brood Box Beekeeping  

June Workshop-Saturday the 10th (subject to weather) 

 Topic-Hive Inspection  

July Monthly Meeting—Monday the 3rd @ 7pm FUMC 

 Topic - Hive Diseases and Pests 

MISSION:  

• To promote and support Beekeeping through education. 

• To educate the public about the value of honey Bees and the impact of Honey Bees on the world through     
 classes, public meetings and educational appearances. 

• To promote the products of the hive to the general public. 

• To promote the common interest and general welfare of the Ohio  
 beekeeping and the Beekeeping industry. 

• To help and mentor new Beekeeper with knowledge and education. 

Join Sandusky River Valley  

Beekeepers Association: 

1. Fill out membership form 

 http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/ 

2. Mail form to: SRVBA 

      c/o Tami Wylie,1000 CR 312  

      Bellevue, OH 44811  

President—Gary Wylie                                                                   
Vice President— Chris Earnhart 

Secretary—  Kim Root                                                                      
Treasurer—Tami Wylie 

Directors—Sue Kosakowski, Doug Ricci, Rob Voska 

July 10th “DON’T STEP ON A BEE DAY” - Celebrated in the United Kingdom 

August Monthly Meeting—Monday the 7th @ 7p FUMC 

 Topic—TBD 

August 19th is National Honey Bee Day 

September is National Honey Month 

September Monthly Meeting—TBD 

 Summer Picnic 

October Monthly Meeting—Monday the 2nd @ 7p FUMC 

 Topic-Successful Overwintering, Speaker  

 Hand out bears for filling for food pantries 

November Monthly Meeting—Monday the 6th @ 7p FUMC 

 Label Bears/Election Nominations 

December Monthly Meeting—Monday the 4th @ 6p TBD 

 Christmas Party/Election of Officers 

http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/


Message from the President—Gary Wylie 

 

 

 

Hello SRVBA Members! 

The warm spring days can’t arrive in northern Ohio fast enough!  I’m so impatient!  Thoughts of getting into 

the hives and inspecting puts a smile on my face.  Unfortunately, we’re not out of the woods yet.  We’re still 

having cold days and nights and there’s very little chance for the bees to forage and collect the little early  

pollen that might become available.  Our bees can still deplete their food and die of starvation.  March and 

April are definitely the time to ensure bees have sufficient food until warmer weather and flowers and trees 

begin to bud and bloom.                    

Last Saturday, Ohio State Beekeepers conducted a state-wide workshop which provided information about 

building back our state’s bee clubs after Covid-19.  There were several interesting items discussed.  One item 

that really got my attention highlighted the importance of club leadership to the long-term success of each 

club.  I’m asking all our members to consider your interest in becoming a future club officer or director.  

Please send me an email or let me know since I’d like to begin some longer-range planning for our club.    

We received great feedback from the March meeting.  We had a busy evening, having both the chili supper 

and guest speaker.  Our speaker, Jamie Walters, President of Black Swamp Beekeepers Association,       

presented “Chemical Control of Varroa.”  As a follow-up to this presentation, we’re planning a Mite Treatment 

workshop for Saturday May 20, 2023 at 10am.  During the workshop we’ll  further discuss mites, treatments, 

and equipment.  We’ll also do a hands-on alcohol wash and evaluate the results.   

The 2023 Beginner Beekeeping Class will conduct a bee package installation hands-on demonstration,     

Saturday April 15th at 10am.  The demonstration will be held at Gary & Tami Wylie’s barn.  If anyone would 

like to help-out with the demonstration, please contact me or send an email. 

Just a reminder, any club activities using live bees requires protective clothing to participate in the hands-on 

portion.  This will also require long pants and enclosed shoes, in addition to full protective clothing and 

gloves.     

The April meeting topic is “Hive Splits.”  This topic is timely since we may possibly see swarms occurring by 

the time we meet in May.  For this topic, I plan to facilitate a discussion about how and why we conduct hive 

splits, and also review some PowerPoint material from our club’s information archive.  Our May topic is 

“Using Nucs in the Apiary.”  This topic will be presented by Peggy Garnes, OSBA President. 

We are continuing to receive annual dues for 2023.  So far, we’ve collected dues from 124 members.  The 

annual dues are still $20.  If you haven’t paid dues yet, please pay dues at the April meeting to Tami Wylie, 

SRVBA Treasurer. Dues can also be sent via US mail to: 

SRVBA, c/o Tami Wylie 

1000 CR 312, Bellevue, OH 44811  

After the April meeting, members who have not paid their dues will be removed 

from the SRVBA membership roster as required by the SRVBA Bylaws. 

Thank you for supporting SRVBA! 

Gary Wylie, SRVBA President  

419 271-2638 

 

 



APRIL’s To Do List is…. 

 

 

• Clean dead bees from entrance 

• Check food stores 

• Hive inspection only above 600F 

• Prepare for swarm season 

• Attend bee club meeting 

Words are like bees —  

some create honey  

and others leave a sting. 

Unknown        

Last Call for Dues 

$20.00/single or family 

Honey Coffee 
Serves 4 
 

2 cups hot strong brewed coffee (French/Dark Roast 

1/2 cup whole milk 

1/4 cup honey 

1/8 tsp ground cinnamon 

Dash ground nutmeg 

1/4 tsp vanilla extract 

 

Cook and stir all ingredients except vanilla until heated through-do not boil.      



       Without Bees 

 
Get to know your fellow club members.  What are your days like without 

bees?  We would like to highlight two members a month.   Bee  questions will 

be asked just to get those answers out of the way.  A selfie would be nice with 

no bee attire being worn.  Simple and short answers are welcomed.  Let’s see 

what your days are like without bees.  

Club Member:  Sue Kosakowski Town:  Helena County:  Sandusky 

# of hives:  2   # of nucs:   0     # of years in beekeeping:  2 

Sue is currently one of the SRVBA Directors 
What is your occupation? Retired!  Adjunct professor @ BGSU 
 

If retired, what was your occupation? Recruiting Manager, College of Business, BGSU 
 

School? (past or present) Lourdes University; BGSU 
 

Hobbies? (don’t include bees) Reading, Sewing, Gardening, Biking, Bowling 
 

Children/Grandchildren? 4 children—Kristi, Sarah, Michelle, Scott 

      Grandchildren—Noah, Mikayla, Fynn 
 

Additional info to share?  Husband  of 41 years (Larry), my love of gardening and 10 fruit trees 

brought me to beekeeping! 
 

What’s a typical day in your life? Everyday includes an early rise to workout/stretch/bike.  Then some 

Bible reflection and inside chores.  Outside chores when it’s warm :) Two days a week we bowl. Other-

wise, busy with hobbies.  The day ends with dinner, Wheel of Fortune and Jeopardy and then reading. 

Club Member:  Chris Earnhart Town:  Fremont County:  Sandusky 

# of hives:  4    # of nucs:   0     # of years in beekeeping:  7 

Chris is currently the Vice President of SRVBA and an OSBA Director 
What is your occupation? Housing Inspector @ Great Lakes Community Action Partnership 
 

If retired, what was your occupation? Semi Retired 
 

School? (past or present) Leetonia High School, Youngstown State 
 

Hobbies? (don’t include bees) Fishing, Tying Flies, Raising Monarch Butterflies,                             

Slot Car Racing, Wine Making, Chip Carving 
 

Children/Grandchildren? 2 sons, 3 step children, 3 step grandchildren, and 1 granddaughter in the 

cocoon 
 

Additional info to share?  My wife and I enjoy people, food, and new things 
 

What’s a typical day in your life? Work (paid), work around house on things that went wrong during 

the day, EAT, coffee with my dog watching Perry Mason 



This page for members who would like to sell, 

trade, buy bee related items/business.  Please     

submit your ad by the 3rd week of the month so 

that it will be in next month’s newsletter.  

Send ad to:  Kimmie_59@hotmail.com or text to 419-217-7579                                   

WANTED-WANTED-WANTED 

   Old, not useable hive boxes. 

       Contact  Rose Clifford  

         419-202-2532 

 

 

Fully  

Assembled  

Ready  

to Paint 

10 % 

Off  
Regular Prices 

for Members 

 Only 

Item  (10 frame)  Regular Price  Item (10 frame) Regular Price 

Vented Top   $27.00  Boardman Feeder $11.95 

Inner Cover   $12.00  Smoker   $35.00 

Deep Box    $23.00  Hive Tool (J hook) $12.00 

Medium Box   $19.00  Bee Brush   $10.00 

Solid or Screen Bottom $22.00  Beetle Blaster  $2.50 

Landing Board   $22.00  Varroa Easy Check  $25.00 

Frame w/Foundation  $3.95/$3.75 Nuc (w/5 frames) $62.00 

Foundation (heavy wax) $2.00/$1.95 Nuc Inner Feeder (float rack) 

Entrance Reducer  $2.50      $25.00 

Queen Excluder   $14.95 

Single Hive Kit 

$115.00 + tax 

(regular price) 

Double Hive Kit 

$170.00 + tax 

(regular price) 

Double Hive Kit 

With 2 Supers 

$270.00 + tax 

(regular price) 


