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MISSION:
e To promote and support Beekeeping through education.

e To educate the public about the value of honey Bees and the impact of Honey Bees on the world through
classes, public meetings and educational appearances.

e To promote the products of the hive to the general public.
e To promote the common interest and general welfare of the Ohio beekeeping and the Beekeeping industry.
e To help and mentor new Beekeeepers with knowledge and education.

May Monthly Meeting

Discussion Topic: Swarms and Swarm Traps

When: Monday, May 6, 2024 at 7pm
Where: First United Methodist Church, 510 W Maple Street, Clyde, Ohio 43410

Mark Your Calendars!! You don’t want to miss this:

May Workshop - Saturday, May 18 @ 10am

Hive Inspection—Cherry City Honey Farms
May 20th is World Bee Day (United Nations)

June Monthly Meeting—Monday, June 3 @ 7p FUMC,; “What to Expect During
County Bee Inspector Visit”

June Workshop-Saturday, June 15 @ 10am

Mite Treatment —Cherry City Honey Farms
July Monthly Meeting - Monday, July 1 @ 7pm FUMC; “All About Winter Bees”




Message from the President—Gary Wylie

Hello SRVBA Members!

Nice to see the warming April days, budding trees, and all the blooming dandelions. Bee season is
upon us! Swarms are already being reported around the area.

April days often make me wonder how best to get started with regular hive inspections and making
spring hive splits. I've heard from several of our members in recent days about these same ques-
tions.

My practice is to begin routine hive inspections when temperatures are at least 60 degrees, and
don’t consider doing hive splits until our weather pattern stabilizes with consistent daytime tempera-
tures above 60 degrees and night time temperatures above 50 degrees. It’s also critical to ensure
hives have produced sufficient drone population, as this is an indicator that new queens have a
greater likelihood of successful mating.

I’m looking forward to our May 6th meeting. The meeting topic, “Swarms and Swarm Traps” is being
presented because we’re beginning swarm season and there’s been lots of questions about swarms
and swarm traps.

Looking ahead to the June meeting, Barrett Zimmerman will present “What to Expect During County
Bee Inspector Visit.” Our membership requested this topic during both 2023 and 2024 planning.

The 2024 Beginner Beekeeping Classes met on April 13th to conduct a hands-on demonstration to
install a bee package. The class also discussed and simulated installation of nucleus colonies. The
demonstration was held at Gary & Tami Wylie’s barn. We had a large crowd with plenty of participa-
tion. Thank you to everyone who helped with the workshop.

A big thank you also goes out to John Schick, Rosemary Clifford, and Dale Pocock for representing
SRVBA at the April 20th Earth Day Extravaganza at Erie County Metroparks. There was really good
public participation and we collected names of many potential candidates for our next bee class.

We'll conduct a hive inspection workshop on May 18th (subject to weather) 10am to 12pm. The
workshop will be held at Gary & Tami Wylie’s barn. We’'ll begin with a general discussion about hive
inspection goals and then more specific discussion about hive inspection techniques. We’'ll then in-
spect hives that will be staged outside behind the barn.

Just a reminder, any club activities using live bees requires a signed waiver §
form and protective clothing to participate. This requires long pants and en- S 2=
closed shoes in addition to full protective clothing and gloves.

Thank you for supporting SRVBA!
Gary Wylie
SRVBA President

419 271-2638
wylietechnical@gmail.com




SRVBA at
Earth Day

MAY'STODOLISTIS....
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= Remove winter wrap

Place honey supers on an established hive
Remove mouse guards

Rotate hive bodies if brood is in top box
Check for swarm cells along bottom of frames
Prepare for swarm season

Make splits

Attend bee club meetings
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FACTS ABO

gact #/ 4\
Honey bees are super-important pollinators
for flowers, fruits and vegetables. They help
plants grow! Bees transfer pollen between
the male and female parts, allowing plants to
grow seeds and fruit.

pact #2
Honey bees live in hives (or colonies). The
members of the hive are divided into three

types: the Queen, Workers (female) , &
Drones (male).

fact #3
They produce delicious honey as food stores
for the hive during winter. Luckily for us, these
efficient little workers produce 2-3 time more
honey than they need, so we get to enjoy the
tasty treat, too!

Jact #4

If the queen bee dies, workers will create a
new queen by selecting a young larva (the
newly hatched baby insects) and feeding it a
special food called “royal jelly”. This enables
the larva to develop into a fertile queen.

This page may look familiar. Kim Root created

one of our planet’s most fascinating insects

pact #5
Honey bees are fab flyers. They fly at a speed
of around 25km per hour and beat their

wings 200 times per second!

fact #6
Each bee has 170 odorant receptors, which
means they have one serious sense of smell!
They use this to communicate within the hive
and to recognise different types of flowers
when looking for food.

pacl #7
The average worker bee lives for just five to

six weeks. During this time, she'll produce
around a twelfth of a teaspoon of honey.

Jact #8

The queen can live up to five years. She is
busiest in the summer months, when she can
lay up to 2,500 eggs a day!

pacl #9

Honey bees are also brilliant boogiers! To
share information about the best food
sources, they perform their ‘waggle dance’.
When the worker returns to the hive, it moves
in a figure-of-eight and waggles its body to
indicate the direction of the food source.

Sadly, over the past 15 years, colonies of
bees have been disappearing, and the
reason remains unknown. Referred to as
‘colony collapse disorder’, billions of
Honey bees across the world are leaving
their hives, never to return. In some
of bees have

regions, up to 90%
disappeared!

A

planting flowers rich in nectar! Choose
local honey to support our Honey bees
and our beekeepers!

PLEASE DON'T CALL ME A WEED.

it for the May 2023 newsletter. Including it here
again as the message/information is worth re-
peating! And we don’t want to run out of root

beer!!

AND IF YOU COULD ALSO STOP USING
THAT AWFUL ROUNDUP STUFF ON ME,
THAT WOULD BE NICE T0O.
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6 Reasons Dandelions
Don’t Deserve To Be
Called A Weed

1. First food for bees in the spring.

. Can be a source of rubber.

3. Roots make a decent coffee
substitute.

4, Contain compounds with
curative properties.

5. Can be made into soup, salad
and jam. Dandelion leaves are
high in vitamin A, vitamin C and
iron, with more iron and calcium
than spinach.

6. Dandelion is a traditional _
ingredient of root beer. :
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From the honeycomb . . .

“If the bee disappeared off the suwface of the globe, thenw moanw would have
only fowr yeaws of life left. No-more bees;, no- more pollination, no-more
plants;, no- more animals, no- more maw.” '

Albert Einstein

This page for members who would like to sell,
trade, buy bee related items/business. Please
submit your ad by the 3rd week of the month so
that it will be in next month’s newsletter.

Send ad to: sekosak@bgsu.edu
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein

